Bali Mandara Toll Road 
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is a province of Indonesia and the westernmost of the Lesser Sunda Islands. East of Java and west of 


Lombok, the province includes the island of Bali and a few smaller neighbouring islands, notably Nusa Penida, 
Nusa Lembongan, and Nusa Ceningan. The provincial capital, Denpasar, is the most populous city in the 
Lesser Sunda Islands and the second-largest, after Makassar, in Eastern Indonesia. The upland town of Ubud in 
Greater Denpasar is considered Bali's cultural centre. The province is Indonesia's main tourist destination, with 
a significant rise in tourism since the 1980s. Tourism-related business makes up 80% of its economy. 

Bali is the only Hindu-majority province in Indonesia, with 86.9% of the population adhering to Balinese 
Hinduism. It is renowned for its highly developed arts, including traditional and modern dance, sculpture, 
painting, leather, metalworking, and music. 

Bali was inhabited around 2000 BCE by who migrated originally from the island of 
Taiwan to Southeast Asia and Oceania through Maritime Southeast Asia. Culturally and linguistically, the 
Balinese are closely related to the people of the Indonesian archipelago, ae baled us Dupe and Oceania. 
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Independence from the Dutch 

In 1945, Bali was liberated by the British 5th 
infantry Division under the command of 
Major-General Robert Mansergh who took the 
Japanese surrender. Once the Japanese 
forces had been repatriated the island was 
handed over to the Dutch the following year. 


In 1946, the Dutch constituted Bali as one of 
the 13 administrative districts of the newly 
proclaimed State of East Indonesia, a rival 
state to the Republic of Indonesia, which was 
proclaimed and headed by Sukarno and 
Hatta. Bali was included in the “Republic of 
the United States of Indonesia" when the 
Netherlands recognised Indonesian 
independence on 29 December 1949. The 
first governor of Bali, Anak Agung Bagus 
Suteja, was appointed by President Sukarno 
in 1958, when Bali became a province 
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The cliff of Nusa 
Penida with 

Kelingking beach 
in the foreground 


The rich coral reefs around the 
coast, particularly around 
popular diving spots such as 
Tulamben, Amed, Menjangan or 
neighbouring Nusa Penida, 
host a wide range of marine 
life, for instance hawksbill 
turtle, giant sunfish, giant 
manta ray, giant moray eel, 
bumphead parrotfish, 
hammerhead shark, reef shark, 
barracuda, and sea snakes. 


Several tourist spot in Bali island, 
from top left to right: Sunset over 
Amed beach with Mount Agung in 
the background, Garuda Wisnu 
Kencana monument, Tanah Lot 
temple, view from top of Besakih 
Temple, scuba diving around 
Pemuteran, The Rock Bar at 
Jimbaran Bay, and various 
traditional peuneSe std‘ 
activities. 


Puja or pooja (Sanskrit: is a 
worship ritual performed by 
Hindus, Buddhists and Jains 
to offer devotional homage 
and prayer to one or more 
deities, to host and honour 
a guest, or to spiritually 
celebrate an event. It may 
honour or celebrate the 
presence of special guests 


Evening prayers on 
the banks of 
Ganges, Muni ki 
Reti, Rishikesh. 


A puja ceremony 
at Besakih 
Temple in Bali, 
Indonesia. 


